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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING MINUTES  

 
Held on Wednesday 6th March 2019 at Cecillia Hall, The Church Road, Puttenham at 8.00pm 

 
Present:  Cllrs Chalmers, Cllr Fox, Cllr Morgan (Chair), Cllr Myrants, Cllr Thirkettle, & Cllr Ward (Vice Chair) 
In attendance: Chloe Collins, Parish Clerk, 16 Residents and 1 Representative of The Village News. 
 
19/1 To receive and accept Apologies for Absence (All) - None  
 
19/2 To receive Declarations of Interest particular to this meeting (All) 

2.1 To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda; - None 
2.2 To receive written requests for dispensations for declarable interests; - None 
2.3  To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate. - None 
 

19/3 To receive update from Chairman 2018/2019 
 
Parish Meeting – Chairman’s Update 
Year 2018-19 has been one of advancing the initiatives put in place during the prior year as an outcome of our parish-
wide questionnaire. The two most notable being: 
 - Addressing the worsening traffic and, hence, safety concerns in our villages. Our Highways Working party has 
conducted an extensive and comprehensive data gathering exercise throughout the year. Based on their findings, a 
final report has been produced with clear and firm recommendations for consideration and, hopefully, support by 
Herts CC. 
  - The lack of affordable housing in the parish prompted the Parish Council to conduct a Housing Needs Survey with 
the assistance of CDA Herts. This survey quantified the type of housing being requested by local residents. As a first 
step in this process, a drop-in day was organised by TRPC in February for residents and potential developers to share 
information on what was needed and what could be provided to satisfy this need.    
  
Flooding and Sewerage. A highly successful open day was arranged in February on behalf of HCC, Thames Water, 
Environment Agency and TRPC FWP all of whom provided an update to residents on the progress made to date on a 
number of fronts concerning flooding and the surcharging of the LM sewerage system during periods of prolonged 
heavy rainfall.  This also included options being considered going forward. Valuable inputs and suggestions were 
received from residents.   
  
  Other notable achievements were: 
 - The installation of a Pump Track and a smaller scooter track, at LM Recreation ground, courtesy of DBC. 
 - Extensive works on trees– particularly in Wilstone Rec, as part of our yearly Risk Management exercise 
 - Finalising the Agreement between LM Football Club and the Parish Council, which is now on a firm footing. 
 - Improving parish paths which were extensively surveyed by the PC 
 - prioritising those requiring urgent attention through the use of P3 funding. 
 - Two external Defibrillator cabinets were provided by the PC to house the existing defibrillators which are now    
located on the wall of Wilstone and LM Halls for ease of access. 
 - Extensive repairs to Astrope Lane road surface from LM to Puttenham through our liaising with Herts CC 
 



On the disappointing front: 
 - The Play Schemes planned for the year had to be cancelled due to a lack attendees. This was driven mainly by the 
increase in entry fee which was intended to make the schemes self-sustaining. A reduced fee is being considered for 
next year where the scheme’s reserves will be used to subsidise the play schemes until they are fully depleted. 
 - Investigations by ourselves and HCC into a safe walking route between Gubblecote and Long Marston proved 
unsuccessful in view of the prohibitive cost of establishing a safe route given the varying width of the verge and 
physical obstructions. This may be revisited by HCC once the new houses on Luke’s Lane are fully occupied and the 
need established. 
 
The need is also included in our Highways Report.    
  
The Parish Council itself has undergone a number of changes. We started the year down by one councillor as a result 
of Cllr Winship’s resignation in March. The vacancy was finally filled with the co-option of Cllr Myrants who stood 
during the May 2017 by-elections. A further two councillors, Cllrs Ayling and Lovis, resigned in the latter part of this 
year for personal reasons. The council took the decision to run with the remaining six councillors in light of council 
elections being so close. Our Clerk, Lucy Bancroft, left us at the end January to pursue another career but we were 
fortunate to find an immediate replacement, Chloe Collins, who is very quickly coming up to speed. Lucy implemented 
some major improvements in the way the council runs – most notably moving us to internet banking, improving our 
control documentation and establishing a payroll provider for our two employees. Chloe is pushing forward with 
continuous improvements to our systems and procedures – e.g utilising Dropbox to electronically centralise our 
documents and records and providing Cllrs with easy on-line access. The introduction of Cllr dedicated emails will also 
help centralise our correspondence. 
 
 
Planning applications appear to be running at a relatively high level and are being efficiently reviewed and commented 
on by the planning team within the criteria set for parish councils by Dacorum BC.   
  
 
Financial Update:  
Year 2018/19  Precept   Total Receipts   Total Expenditure (incl projects)   
Budget      £26,090   £49,503   £49,403   
Latest Forecast    £26,090   £61,813   £40,957 (forecast)  
  
Increase in total receipts is mainly a combination of the CIL income of £14,127 which was not in budget, and the lost 
income from the Play scheme of £3,000 due to its cancellation.  
  
Reduced expenditure caused mainly by cancellation of the Play Scheme £4,600, some of the open space tasks that will 
be completed this month but not payable until April – the start of the New Year, and budgeted flood spend of £2,000 
moving into reserves.   
  
Current reserves: 
Allocated  £15,044 
Unallocated  £22,204 
General   £12,000         
 
Year 2019/20   Precept   Total Receipts   Total Expenditure (incl projects) 
Budget     £26,331   £49,383   £57,307        
  
The Precept is a 0.9% increase over prior year but a 2.2% reduction for a Band D property due to an increase in the 
number of Band D equivalent properties in the parish. Total expenditure for the year is budgeted at £57,307 of which 
£13,124 (23%) will be supported from a portion of prior year reserves. These reserves are specifically targeted at non-
routine expenses such as the upcoming parish council election in May, new Working Party projects and Play Schemes.  
The remaining expenditure of £44,183 covering the council’s routine activities is broadly in line with this year’s 
budgeted expenditure.  
  



Finally, with the tenure of our parish council coming to a close, I’d like to thank all our members for the commitment 
and drive they have demonstrated over these past two years. My hope is that the newly elected parish council will 
build on what has been achieved.     
 
19/4 To discuss Any Other Business and items for future agendas (NOTE: this item is for discussion only, 

Councillors can’t take decisions on items raised under AOB) 
 

 
The next Parish Meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th March 2020 at a venue to be confirmed. 
 

       15th March 2019   
Chloe Collins 
Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer 
Tring Rural Parish Council 


